
The California Public Health Corps (CA-PHC) mission is to increase the workforce capacity of local
health departments across California by providing training, support, and work experience for
professionals from historically underrepresented and diverse backgrounds.

California Public Health Corps Training & Pathways Program

JULY 2022



FELLOW SPOTLIGHT

Mark Hinojos (Pronouns: He/Him)

HOMETOWN

Oak Hills, CA

LOCAL HEALTH JURISDICTION HOST SITE

Tehama County

WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN WORKING ON?

I am currently working on a research project to create new visions to identify health 
inequities within our LHJ. This will identify how we can incorporate sustainable, 
equitable practices and delivery systems agency-wide. The goal is to partner with staff, 
management, other departments, and community stakeholders to eliminate health 
inequities in our county. This new focus will eventually be the basis for our Community 
Health Assessment, Community Health Improvement Plan, and subsequent Public 
Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) accreditation. This is very exciting for me as I can 
quantify my efforts within this project. No more imposter feelings! I have also been 
working on many outreach programs. This includes full media design and production 
for television, radio, and print advertising. I have also been working on emergency 
preparedness projects for seniors, families, and children, as well as COVID-19 vaccine 
and booster clinics for our underserved and home-challenged communities. Recently, 
I represented our agency at the Tehama County Special Olympics. We had over 500 
volunteers and athletes that attended and competed. I also helped with the Oral 
Health and Emergency Preparedness outreach teams that day (see photo to the left). 
It was just a great day for me.

WHAT COMES AFTER CA-PHC?

I have learned that everybody deserves to have security in their lives. As a public 
health professional, I can make a difference in my community by providing education, 
resources, and hope to everyone I meet. This is the best sales job I have ever had! I 
have always been up to any challenges or changes, but I am hoping that the Pathways 
program never ends for me. This opportunity has opened me up to a whole new and 
exciting world that is public health. I would be remiss if I didn’t thank each one of my 
cohort members and the entire Pathways team for their camaraderie and support. 
That said, I am continuing with my studies to complete my upper division degrees in 
health sciences and behavioral health. With the experience I have gained at my LHJ, 
hopefully, I can entice my agency to consider keeping me on for the long haul after our 
fellowship is completed.

WHY JOIN THE CA PUBLIC HEALTH CORPS (CA-PHC)?

I am from Oak Hills, CA but spent most of my life in Orange County, CA. 
Previously, I had a successful career in financial services and mortgage 
banking. However, I’ve always had a nagging feeling that my higher power 
had different plans for me than just making a living off other people’s 
needs, so I decided that it was time to start giving back. I went back to 
school and began the journey that took me to San Bernardino County 
Public Health. I worked as a contract Case Investigator on the COVID-19 
team and began helping with different outreach programs in the 
community. By then, I was hooked and saw the Pathways Program as a 
golden opportunity to learn from the best, study with the best, and make a 
difference in an underserved community.

EDUCATION

Victor Valley Community College
AA Behavioral Health & Social Sciences



FELLOW SPOTLIGHT

Ruby Ramos (Pronouns: She/Her)

HOMETOWN

Riverside, CA

LOCAL HEALTH JURISDICTION HOST SITE

Riverside County

WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN WORKING ON?

I am part of the tuberculosis (TB) control team at my LHJ. My primary tasks are TB 
related. I love it. I have learned so much from my preceptor and the TB nurses. I am 
now trained to be able to do Direct Observed Therapy (DOT) for our TB patients. 
Patient interaction is my favorite part of my job. I have made a lot of meaningful 
connections with some of the patients I conduct DOT for. One of my favorite moments 
was when a super difficult patient, who was on a legal order to take his TB medication, 
asked me how I was doing. Such a simple question, but when we first met, he was very 
defensive and paranoid about taking his medication. He thought we were trying to 
poison him. I started seeing him twice a week and was able to gain his trust. He 
became very compliant with me and eventually asked how I was.

Since the emergence of monkeypox (MPX) in the US, I am part of the response team. I 
was tasked with creating something that would quickly show how many positive or 
probable cases we have in our county. This also includes testing numbers, requests for 
testing, and where cases are coming from. It’s been great putting all of what I’ve 
learned to date in the Pathways program to work. 

WHAT COMES AFTER CA-PHC?

After this program, I hope to join the Peace Corps to gain knowledge on international 
development, which I ultimately want to focus on. I have spoken to a lot of mentors, 
Pathways training speakers, and professors that believe the Peace Corps would be a 
great move for me. I am determined to make it happen. For the time being, I am 
looking for a new challenge to take on after Pathways concludes. I hope to find 
something in HIV/STD outreach and education. Maternal health is something I am also 
very interested in, especially Black infant health and the rising maternal mortality rates 
in the United States, especially for Black women.

WHY JOIN THE CA PUBLIC HEALTH CORPS (CA-PHC)?

I am from SoCal born and raised and I was working in hospitality for a couple 
of years before and during the COVID-19 pandemic. It was terrible, 
traumatizing, and exhausting. In 2021, I was completely burned out and 
applied to be a Contact Investigator and Tracer with the Public Health 
Institute. This is where I fell in love with public health. The work we were 
doing was meaningful but difficult. I cried a lot, but I was making a difference 
and I loved that work. I chose this program because it sounded amazing. It 
also meant a lot to me it didn’t have a GPA or degree requirement. The 
program looked at the person as a whole and factored in work experience 
among other things. It took me 10 years to finish my undergrad degree. 
Being first generation and the first in my family to attend college, I had to 
work through school to pay for everything myself.

EDUCATION

Arizona State University
BS in Global Health
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